The Rungs of the Ladder                                         35
other. Never before had any member of the Court been
accorded such an honour.
Queen Alexandra afterwards wrote of Major-General
Haig and his bride that they were "ideally suited to each
other," and the marriage did indeed prove to be one of intense
felicity and mutual devotion.
Having his marriage celebrated almost like a royal one did
not cause the Major-General to deviate a jot from the assidu-
ous pursuit of his military profession; there was no room in
his life for self-assertion and self-glory; he was innately
modest, with " Service " for his motto ; and on the expiration
of his leave, he returned to India to resume his duties with
his accustomed zeal.
In 1905 the organisation of the Army at home was being
recast, which resulted in the creation of the General Staff.
It has since been revealed by Lord Esher, who presided over
the committee dealing with that vital matter, in what high
esteem Major-General Haig was held in high quarters. Lord
Esher said :
" The personality of Major-General Haig, then only forty-
four years old, and very junior in the Army, had so impressed
itself upon the British Government that there was a wish to
appoint him as Chief of the General Staff, making the appoint-
ment practically permanent, as was the custom of the German
Army. But the prejudices of seniority and rank were too
great, and an older officer was named,"
It was said of Haig's regime that it " was like an east wind,
bracing but severe. He set a hard standard both in training
and conditions, conducting Staff rides and exercises under
conditions as near as possible to the reality of war as he
conceived it." It was undeniable that he developed the effi-
ciency of the cavalry, but professional critics maintained that
some of his theories were discounted by modern facts, and that
he appeared to fail to realise that modern weapons had rendered